
OUR EMERGING 
IDEAS FOR 
CATFORD ISL AND

WE’RE KEEN TO HEAR YOUR COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS 
ON OUR EMERGING PL ANS FOR CATFORD ISL AND

Aerial photograph of the Catford Island site



THE CURRENT SITE
The site is located in Catford Town Centre on what is currently 
known as Plassy Island/Catford Island.  The site consists of a retail 
park occupied by Lidl, JD Sports, a Mecca Bingo unit (currently 
occupied by Air Thrill), Dreams and a McDonald’s restaurant, 
along with an extensive area of customer car parking. 

• is largely made up 
of a tarmacked 
car park which 
lacks green and 
landscaping;

• has no public 
realm for the 
community to 
enjoy;

• has limited 
pedestrian access 
from neighbouring 
areas;

• is dominated by 
cars and lots of 
traffic.

The current site:

 
The existing Catford Island site

THE CATFORD TOWN CENTRE FR AMEWORK
Catford Island is one of the six key sites identified in the Catford Town Centre Framework, which 
was adopted by Lewisham Council in June 2021. Our ideas seek to help achieve the Council’s 
bold vision for Catford Town Centre, creating new connections and green public spaces and 
introducing a dynamic mix of uses including residential, retail and community space.

The Framework recognises that the site can be developed to create a new and improved piece 
of Catford Town Centre, further providing the opportunity for generous spaces towards the 
centre of Catford Island.

KEY PRINCIPLES FOR CATFORD ISL AND

Bringing new homes and 
shops to the area

Creating a new public 
square – a green haven 
– in the heart of the 
site, alongside lots more 
green community spaces

New play space for local 
children

Reducing the traffic in the 
area through a car-free 
residential development 
(although with some 
parking for the shops)

Providing a more 
pedestrian focused part 
of the town centre

Helping link the site to 
the town centre

Make it a nicer place to 
visit, work and live by 
reducing the impact of 
the South Circular Road

Create new and improved 
spaces for new shops, 
cafes and businesses

Bring new homes to 
Catford for local people

Make Catford a green 
town centre

Create new public spaces

Create a new traffic- 
calmed and pedestrian 
space around the Theatre

The adopted Catford Town Centre 
Framework looks to:

We want to support the Framework by:

From segregating 
boundary walls...

...to new places that are 
easy to get to.
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THE GREENEST TOWN CENTRE:  
PL AY, PL ANTING AND PRODUCE
We want to help deliver the vision for the greenest town centre through creating new highly 
active open spaces of exceptional quality and character – public, communal and private. 

We know that public realm and green 
space in the town centre were top 
concerns for local residents during 
consultation of the Framework. 
That is why we want Play, Planting 
and Produce to be central to this 
space; we think that this new green 
community space could include a new 
public square and gardens, with a play 
corridor running down the centre of 
the site and a place for the community 
to grow produce. 

CONNECTIONS
We want to create strong links with the town centre including through the existing pedestrian 
route beneath Octavia House and create a pleasant environment for Catford residents. We 
intend to reduce the impact of the South Circular on the site by creating space that works for 
the community with green space, trees and planting beds as well as ensuring that every home 
has easy access to excellent outdoor amenity and play space.

Food production Herb gardenLocal and  
independent shops

Informal play

Covered outdoor space Small events Pop up area Climbable play elements 

WE THINK THAT THIS NEW GREEN  
COMMUNIT Y SPACE COULD INCLUDE...

SPACE FOR THE LOCAL COMMUNIT Y 
AND LOCAL BUSINESSES
We want to replace the dominance of the ‘big-box’ 
retail on the site with a much friendlier, people-
focussed environment. We want these spaces 
to be occupied by businesses that emerge from 
and support the local community, create jobs and 
provide the services that the local community need. 

Our early thinking proposes commercial, retail and 
food and beverage units of varying sizes. This will be 
complemented by a new community focused space 
for local residents to enjoy.

We want to provide an offer for all members of the 
community at all stages in life. We think this could 
include a supermarket for day-to-day shopping 
alongside a new square with cafes, small shops for 
local businesses and workspace.

WE WANT TO CREATE… RETAIL

COMMUNITY FOCUSED SPACE

WE THINK THIS 
COULD INCLUDE:

WORKSPACE

CAFE

If you have specific ideas for shops 
missing in this area or if you know of a 
community group that is looking for a 
space, do let us know.

FUTURE
CONNECTIONS
NORTH

DESTINATION
PLAY

COVERED 
OUTDOOR SPACE

A NEW GREEN
HAVEN SQUARE

NATURE,
PEDESTRIAN
& CYCLE –
FRIENDLY
SPACES

A NEW LIDL WITH
HOMES AND
GARDENS ABOVE ?

CAFES, CO-WORK SPACE 
& COMMUNITY USES 

NEW GREEN 
ROUTES AND 
SPACES, LINKING 
TO EXISTING GREEN

GREENING
PLASSY  
ROAD TREES; 

PLANTING; 
WIDER 
PAVEMENT; 
AND 
ENTRANCES

CAN OCTAVIA
PASSAGE 
BECOME
A PLEASANT &
MEMORABLE
ROUTE TO A 
NEW
LOCAL
DESTINATION ?

THE SITE CAN 
COME ALIVE 
WITH…

PLAY
PLANTING
PRODUCE

?
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This diagram shows the building heights 
proposed by the Framework for this site 
and is taken from the Catford Town Centre 
Framework as adopted by Lewisham Council 
in June 2021.

This diagram shows our proposed building 
heights. These have been designed to reflect 
the Framework while also taking into account 
the need for architectural design and skyline 
variation.

 
View from Catford Bridge [Catford Island massing only]

NEW HOMES FOR CATFORD
The Catford Town Centre Framework suggests 
the site can provide a signif icant number of  new 
homes, indicating aspirations to deliver around 
600 homes at Catford Island. 
We want to help deliver these new homes for the Borough and are committed to providing a 
minimum of 35% affordable housing on site. This will be carried out in consultation with Lewisham 
Council so that the right type of affordable homes are delivered for the local community.
The surrounding area is made up of a range of heights with Eros House at nine storeys and 
planning permission granted on appeal for an eight-storey building on the Timberyard site.
The Framework sets out that the Catford Island site is suitable for taller buildings, including 
one of 20 storeys at the centre of the site, with buildings scaling down towards the edges.  The 
design will respond to and be part of the identity of Catford Town Centre and contribute to 
local views with long lasting quality.

WHAT THE SITE CAN OFFER 
We want to strengthen Catford and help deliver the Catford Town Centre Framework. Our 
vision for Catford Island is that it should become a favourite piece of Catford Town Centre, a 
green haven, alive with play, planting & produce. 

• A positive addition to Catford Town Centre.
• New homes, including a significant number of affordable homes for Catford.
• New public open spaces, green landscaping and planting.
• New play space.
• Retail and commercial space for local businesses, including a new and  

improved supermarket.
• Community focused spaces.
• Pedestrian and cycle friendly accessibility.

Catford Island can deliver:

This image shows the proposed massing for Catford Island and not the final design of the 
buildings or the skyline view of the proposed scheme. High-quality architecture and materials 
will form the basis of the building designs. This is to ensure that the appearance and 
architectural integrity of the scheme is maintained throughout its lifespan.

FR AMEWORK 2021 OUR PROPOSALS
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WE WANT TO HEAR YOUR THOUGHTS ON OUR EARLY 
MASTERPL ANNING IDEAS FOR CATFORD ISL AND.

To have your say, please fill out the enclosed survey and return it in the freepost envelope 
provided or visit our consultation hub at www.catfordisland.commonplace.is where 
you can also sign up to our online event.
We will also be holding a series of online events and pop-up events where you can meet the 
team and ask any questions you have on our proposals:

Webinar via Zoom  
on Thursday 14 October, 
6pm – 7pm

Pop-up event  
Saturday 16 October,  
10am – 1pm  
Outside The Catford Centre

Pop-up event  
Wednesday 13 October,  
5pm – 7pm  
Outside Catford Bridge Station

Pop-up event  
Tuesday 19 October,  
12 – 2pm  
On site outside Lidl

MEET THE TEAM 
The pop-up events and webinar will provide an opportunity to meet the project 
team behind these emerging proposals. Barratt London, working with The Church 
Commissioners for England, is in the early stages of design for Catford Island. The project 
team aim to create a residential-led mixed-use redevelopment which reflects the recently 
adopted Catford Town Centre Framework, Catford’s unique identity and provides a new 
green haven for Catford Town Centre.  

Catford Island nowNow – Tarmac, cars and large retail units Future – Green public spaces, and a mix of uses

If you would like to get in touch with the project team you can email at  
hello@catfordisland.com or phone 0800 999 1523.  If you require access 
to the consultation materials in a different language or format, please contact 
the project team as alternative literature can be provided upon request.


